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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 


this article by appropriate legislation.” 
[Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 

by SENATOR GERALD P. Nyp, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House May 18, 1928, 


by REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK W. MAGRADY 
Pennsylvania. 


Equal Rights 


The High Cost of Protection 


N THE October issue of Life and Labor Bulletin Hazel Kyrk has some 
| very interesting things to say on the score of women’s wages. She is dis- 
cussing the wage symposium of the triennal convention of the National 
Women’s Trade Union League, and her observations provide food for thought. 


“The discrepancy between the prevailing wage levels for men and those 
for women,” she says, “and its possible explanation was barely touched upon. 
One would have supposed that the fact that women wage-earners receive on 
the average about 55 per cent. of the average weekly earnings of men would 
have raised some searching questions. Discussion along this channel might 
incidentally have turned up some suggestions of merit as to the forces affect- 
ing wage levels and the special problems of women workers.” 

Quite true; discussion along this channel might have turned up the fact 


that any “protected” group of workers is apt to pay heavily for the restrictions 
that encompass their labor. It would be unreasonable, for example, to expect 


* an employer to pay a child as high a wage as an adult man. A child is pre- 


sumably weaker than a man, less able to look after his own interests and 
because of his comparative incompetency of smaller value to his employer. 


These facts are reflected in child labor legislation and also in the lower 
wage scale that children enjoy, for the reasons that justify their being pro- 
tected also justify their being paid a lower wage. 

It is in this respect that welfare laws applying to women workers alone 
act as an impediment to economic progress. In great numbers of occupations 
women are recognized by the employers as being fully as competent as men. 
They are, however, almost uniformly paid less than men for the same quantity 
and quality of labor. A sufficient explanation of this unjust and, from the 
point of view of women and labor, undesirable situation would seem to present 
itself in the fact that women endure the stigma of belonging to a “protected” 
class. Protection presupposes weakness and incompetency and serves as an 
excuse for the employers offering women less than they would have to offer 
men in the same occupation. 

Philanthropists and theorists who desire to perpetuate protective legisla- 
tion applying to women only would do well to think over the figures advanced 
by Hazel Kyrk. Forty-five per cent. of one’s wages is a good deal to pay for 
being forbidden by law to choose one’s occupation. 


Taking Things for Granted 


NE of our members in Madison, Wisconsin, who is gifted with a sense 
() of humor, has sent us a clipping from the Capital Times of Madison, 
the official paper of the State of Wisconsin. 

The story to which she calls attention is headed, “72 Drawn for Jury Duty 
in Superior Court,” and then follows a dignified and sensible article telling 
that 72 Dane County men and women have been selected to serve on Superior 
Court juries which are to be called into service soon. The story goes on to 
say that when the juries are called it will be the first time in several years 
that jury trials have been held in Superior Courts. Two lists, it appears, 
were selected, one from the county at large, which includes Madisonians, and 
one consisting only of Madison residents. Each list contains 36 names. 

Then comes the list of names of the members of the Madison jury and of 
the jurors from the county at large. In the lists are, naturally, the names of 
both men and women, for women serve on the jury in Wisconsin, but in no 
place in the story is any mention made of this fact. 

Our Madison member, however, underlines the women’s names, and we 
smile with her. Isn’t it funny that one State should take for granted so 
implicitly what another State foams at the mouth about? 

Of course Wisconsin has had long experience with women jurors. The 
people there know from personal observation that none of the frightfulness 
predicted elsewhere really transpires when women enter the jury box. They 
have probably even forgotten that there ever was opposition to women jurors, 


_ just as people in general in the United States have forgotten that once upon 


a time woman suffrage was going to break up the home. 

But Feminists do not forget. Humorously and a little bitterly they remem- 
ber, for they have paid the price of the step forward that so soon and so 
readily is taken for granted. 
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International Leaders Invited to Parley 


Advisory Council of the National 
Woman’s Party have been invited 
t6 attend the national convention of the 
Woman’s Party to be held at Alva Bel- 
mont House on December 6, 7, and 8. 

These international leaders are: 

Austria: Dr. Marianne Beth, Helene 
Granitsch, Yella Hertzka, and Gisela 
Urban ; 

Belgium: Lucie Dejardin; 

Cuba: Mrs. L. 8S. Houston, Dr. Julia 
Martinez, Blanche Z. de Baralt, and 
Maria Montalvo; 

Czecho-Slovakia: Milena Illova; 

Egypt: Hoda Charaoui Pasha and 
Ceza Nabarouy; 

France: Marcelle Capy, Camille 
Drevet, Gabrielle Duchene, Mme. Boas 
de Jouvenel, Mme. Malaterre-Sellier, and 
Maria Verone; 

Germany: Dr. Anita Augspurg, Ger- 
trud Baer, Lida Gustava Heymann, Dr. 
Margarete Stegmann, and Dr. Helene 
Stoecker ; 

Great Britain: Helen A. Archdale, 
Virginia Crawford, Dorothy Evans, Dr. 
Elizabeth Knight, Emmeline Pethick- 
Lawrence, Dr. Louisa Martindale, Allison 
Neilans, Viscountess Rhondda, and Eliza- 
beth Robins ; | 

Greece: Marie Svolo; 


A LL members of the International 


Holland: Clara Mulder van de Graaf- 


re Bruijn; 

Ireland: Charlotte Despard and Mrs. 
H. 8S. Skeffington ; 

Italy: Doctoressa Teresa Labriola, Dr. 
Teresita Sandesgy-Scelba, and Maria A. 
Loschi; 

Norway: Dr. Ellen Gleditsch and 
Betsy Kjelsberg ; 

Palestine: Dr. Rosa Welt Straus; 

Persia: Sedighe Dolatabadi; 

Roumania: Helene Romniciano and 
Helene Vacaresco; 

Russia: Princess Daniel Poliakoff ; 

Spain: Sra Diego de Gomez-Quintana ; 

Sweden: Baroness Ruth Stjernstedt; 

Switzerland: Marguerite Gobat; 

Turkey: Halide Edib Hanoum. 


Several of these were present at the 
formation of the Open Door International 
in Berlin, many have visited national 
headquarters of the National Woman’s 
Party, and it is hoped that a good repre- 
sentation will be at the December con- 
vention. In view of the consideration of 
the Equal Rights Treaty, the nationality 
convention to be presented at the con- 
ference at The Hague, and the question of 


affiliating with the Open Door Inter- 


national, it is particularly fitting that 
members of the International Advisory 
Council be present. 


Mentioning these facts, Mabel Vernon, 
national executive secretary, said further 
in her invitation to the Feminist leaders 
of other countries: 


“In these considerations, we want more 
than we can say the counsel of women 
like you who have done such brilliant 
work in- the Feminist movement. We 
would consider it an honor to have you 
address our convention. I would greatly 
appreciate it if you would let me hear 
from you at your earliest convenience if 
it would be possible for you to do this. 


“During our national convention, we 
will have a memorial meeting in honor of 
Mrs. Emmeline Pankhurst, the British 
militant suffrage leader. We feel that 
all women owe much to her courageous 
leadership. in the woman suffrage fight 
and we desire at our convention to pay 
tribute to her memory. 


“Another feature of the convention will 


be the dedication of the new National 


Headquarters of the Woman’s Party in 
Washington. This Headquarters was 
presented to us by Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, 
our national president, and is to be called 
the Alva Belmont House. Mrs. Belmont 
will attend the dedication ceremonies and 
the convention. 


“T would like to take this opportunity 
to tell you what an honor we consider 
it to have you a member of our Inter- 
national Advisory Council and to ex- 
press our appreciation and admiration of 


all you are doing in your country. It 
would mean a great deal to us to have 
you attend our national convention in 
December and I sincerely trust you may 
be able to do so. 


HE call has also gone from the Na- 

tional Council to the State chairmen, 
inviting State delegations to the conven- 
tion. In connection with the call, it is 
stated that each State branch is entitled 
to one delegate for each twenty-five mem- 
bers. The voting body of the convention 
consists of State delegates, members of 
the National Council, chairmen of State 
organizations, chairmen of standing com- 
mittees, chairmen of occupational coun- 
cils, founders, life members, sustainers, 
and endowers. 


Mrs. Oliver H. P. Belmont, national 
president, sails from Paris on the Aqui- 
tania on October 12, and is expected to 
remain for the convention. She will be 
in New York for a while, and then will 
confer with officers and members at Na- 
tional Headquarters. 


The Committee on Arrangements met 
at National Headquarters on October 7 
and made plans for the convention which 
were reported to the National Council 
at its meeting October 8, presided over 
by Jane Norman Smith, chairman of the 
National Council. Mrs. Smith is ex officio 
chairman of the Committee on Arrange- 
ments, which consists of the following 
members: 


Florence Bayard Hilles of Delaware, 
Mrs. Harvey Wiley of the District of 
Columbia, Mrs. Richard Wainwright of 
the District of Columbia, Mabel Vernon 
of Delaware, Edith Houghton Hooker of 
Maryland, Marian May of New York, 
Mrs. Stephen Pell of New York, Mrs. 
Dwight Clark of the District of Columbia, 
Mrs. Emile Berliner of the District of 
Columbia, Maud Younger of California, 
Nina Allender of the District of Colum- 
bia, Elizabeth Kent of California, and 
Anita Pollitzer of South Carolina. 


Fqual Rights on Radio 


Dakota will discuss the Equal Rights 

Amendment, which he introduced in 
the Senate, over the nation-wide hook-up 
on October 15 as the second of the series 
of programs sponsored by the National 
Woman’s Party. 

Members of the National Woman’s 
Party in various cities are holding radio 
teas on Wednesday afternoons to listen 
to the Equal Rights programs, which are 
from 5 to 5.15 Eastern standard time. 

Senator Nye will tell what the Equal 
Rights Amendment is, why he introduced 
it in the Senate, and why he thinks it 


S > ATOR GERALD P. NYE of North 


should become a part of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. 

Mabel Vernon, national executive sec- 
retary, started off the programs on Octo- 
ber 8 with a talk on “What the National 
Woman’s Party Is and Why.” Her ad- 
dress, heard all over the United States, 
follows: 


Speech of Mabel Vernon made on Wed- 
nesday, October 9th, from Station WJZ 
in New York Over a Coast-to-Coast Net- 
work of the National Broadcasting Com- 
pany and Associated Radio Stations. 


“The women of the United States have 


made amazing advances within the past 
few years. So great has been this ad- 
vance that the assertion is now fre- 
quently heard that women dominate 
this country. The lament is frequent 
that the country is being feminized. 
Magazine articles are common on the sub- 
ject of “submerged husbands.” After his 
last visit to this country the well-known 
writer, Count Keyserling, even went so 
far as to assert “America is a two-caste 
country—the women forming the higher 
caste, the men the lower. ... . The prob- 
lem of America is not to emancipate 
woman, but to emancipate man.” 


- 
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“We women, who survey the situation 
know that these observers are taking a 
very superficial view. They are influenced 
by surface conditions in a limited circle 
of society. The fact is that not only do 
women not dominate but they still do not 
have even equal opportunities and equal 
recognition with men. It is true that we 
have come far since the days when we 
were not allowed to learn to read because 
the menial tasks of women did not de- 


mand such learning and have advanced | 


a long way from the time when women 
had no place in business or the profes- 
sions, no chance for a career (outside that 
of the wife and mother), no voice in their 
own affairs and no vote in public matters. 
All this has changed but still women are 
not allowed to live and to work just as 
human beings, and still they are set apart 
and regarded as “different” because of 
their sex. 


Because some women demand to be 
free of the old out-worn concepts of “the 
sex” and because some women want all 
women to be up-standing, human beings 
with opportunities to enter into any kind 
of work they have the desire and ability 
to do, because some women want women 
to have a part in the settlement of the 
affairs of the world, and because some 
women want men and women to work and 
play together as partners and comrades, 
the National Woman’s Party exists. 

“The Woman’s Party is made up of 


women who are striving to get rid of all 


the forms of the subjection of women that 
still remain in society.- These women are 
united in the Woman’s Party without re- 
gard for political considerations. They 
stand together for Equal Rights irrespec- 
tive of political affiliations. They aim 
to attain equality for women in law and 
in custom. The Woman’s Party concen- 
trates its attack at present upon the laws 


discriminating against women which re- 
main upon our statute books are relics 
of the middle ages. They exist in every 
State. 


“The Woman’s Party has been working 
for seven years on a compilation of these 
laws which in another year will be pub- 
lished in book form. It has been found 
that by the law of some States the father 
may will away the child from the mother, 
the father is the sole guardian of the 
child, the child’s earnings and services 
belong to the father alone, and the father 
is the sole heir of the child who dies with- 
out will or descendents. 

“The law in some States says that the 
wife’s earnings, her personal possessions, 
even her jewelry and clothing belong to 
her husband. In some States, a married 
woman, even though living apart from 
her husband, may not sign a contract, 
as for instance, to go into business, with- 
out the husband’s consent. 

“In practically every State laws pro- 
hibit women from occupations in which 
they might earn their living, while in 
other industries their hours are so regu- 
lated that they do not have an equal 
chance with the men with whom they 
must compete. 

“American women must feel that such 
laws are a disgrace to the country—and 
a disgrace to the women who tolerate 
them. The United States in the twentieth 
century, which has brought about a revo- 
lution in the conditions of women, is still 
governing its enfranchised women citizens 
with laws that belong to the middle ages, 
when women were regarded as inferior, 
ignorant creatures, wholly subject to the 
domination of men. 

“These laws are not dead things, written 
in law books but never put into practice. 
They are in active operation, working 
injustice and often inflicting hardship 


Equal Rights 


and actual suffering on women. They 
have a definite effect on the economic and 
social position of women. They hinder 
the advancement of women in every pur- 
suit in life. Surely American women will 
see to it that they are speedily changed. 

“The Woman’s Party is working to 
abolish these medieval laws in every 
State. It is working to establish the 
principle of equality in our national con- 
stitution by the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, which provides that ‘men and 
women shall have Equal Rights through- 
out the United States and every place sub- 
ject to its jurisdiction,’ This amendment 
is sponsored in the present session of 
Congress by Senator Gerald P. Nye of 
North Dakota. Its passage will finally 
wipe out the archaic discriminations 
against women that now exist in the 
laws of our nation. 

“The Woman’s Party, however, goes be- 
yond national borders and now proposes 
to the governments of the world the adop- 
tion of an Equal Rights treaty as the 
quickest means of abolishing all inequali- 
ties before the law. This treaty, proposed 
first to the American Republics at the 
Pan-American Conference in Havana last 
year, is now in the hands of European 
Feminists groups. American and Euro- 
pean women will work together for its 
adoption. 

“So work for equality between men 
and women, inevitably bound to succeed 
in the evolution of society, goes on 
throughout the world. 

“This movement does not belong to the 
women of the Woman’s Party or to any 
other group. Every woman, just because 
she is a woman, is affected by the general 
status of women. The work to establish 
equality between men and women sum- 
mons you and every woman, whoever you 
are, wherever you are, to lend a hand!” 


Men Attack Equal Rights 


WO attacks on the National Wom- 

an’s Party’s campaign for Equal 

Rights between men and women, 
and particularly upon the Equal Rights 
Amendment in its relation to women in 
industry, have been made by men within 
the last week. 

The Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor in its report made 
public on October 7 at the annual conven- 
tion of the Federation at Toronto, Canada, 
made one violent attack. This report said: 

“Sponsors for the ‘Equal Rights’ amend- 
ment to the constitution, ridiculously en- 
titled ‘Equal Rights for women,’ are using 
every means to gain converts. An inter- 
national conference was held recently in 
England and objections were made to 
laws that would prohibit night work for 
women or their employment in any occu- 


pation, even if hazardous. The Judiciary 


Committee of the Senate held a hearing 


on the subject during the last session of 
the 70th Congress and from intimations 
made by the members scant courtesy will 
be given the proposed amendment. 

“One suggestive question was asked the 
representative of the National Woman’s 
Party who appeared, which gives reason 
to believe that such an amendment will 
never pass Congress. The witness was 
asked by a Senator: 


“ «Ts it the object to throw all legis- 
lation in relation to women into Con- 
gress? If the amendment were 
adopted every State law in refer- 
ence to women would have to be en- 
acted by Congress.’ 


“There was no answer. It readily 
can be seen that members of Congress 
consider very deeply whether they would 
be in favor of repealing all State and Fed- 


>_> 


eral laws for the protection of females of 
every age in the United States, and enact 
new legislation demanded by the National 
Women’s Party. Nevertheless, the Execu- 
tive Council believes that the convention 
should strongly reaffirm its stand against 
this most outrageous proposed amend- 
ment intended to destroy all protective 
laws for women.” 

Analyzing this statement for simple 
accuracy alone, we find: 

1. The international conference men- 
tioned was held in Berlin, Germany, and 
not in England. 

2. A sub-committee of the Judiciary 
Committee of the Senate; and not the 
whole Judiciary Committee, held the hear- 
ing referred to. 

3. The name of the organization spon- 
soring the Equal Rights Amendment is 
the National Woman’s Party, not the 
National Women’s Party. 
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4. The transcript published “for the 
use of the Committee on the Judiciary,” 
reveals no such question asked by a 
Senator as that quoted by the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor. Senator Charles W. Waterman of 
Colorado, who presided over the hearing, 
asked a question remotely like that 
quoted, but for an entirely different pur- 
pose from that intimated by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor’s Executive 
Council. 


Reading the proposed amendment, “Men 
and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United states and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction,” Senator 
Waterman asked, according to the pub- 
lished transcript: 


“Would not the Congress of the 
United States, if that should become 
a part of the Constitution, be bur- 
dened with all of the legislation 
which relates to either man or wom- 
an, or both, and take it away from 
the States absolutely ; in other words, 
doesn’t this thing back into the situa- 
tion instead of making a frontal at- 
tack on the conditions that you are 
complaining about? Ought you not 
to say, if you are right in your posi- 
tion, that no State shall pass any 
laws which infringe on Equal Rights? 
I am not saying that is the proper 
phraseology, but the idea is there.” 


This gave rise to a discussion of 
whether or not the phraseology of the 
Equal Rights Amendment would be con- 
strued in the courts to require uniformity 
throughout the United States; in other 
words, as to whether the law should have 
to be the same in Maine as in Texas. It 
was directed solely to this point, and not 
at all, as the American Federation of 
Labor intimates, to the question of “re- 
pealing all State and Federal laws for 
the protection of females of every age 
in the United States.” 


5. There was an answer to the ques- 
tion put by Senator Waterman. The 
question was discussed by Emma Wold 
and Burnita Shelton Matthews, attor- 
neys, to the extent of two pages of the 
printed record, and the final answer came 
in Miss Wold’s statement, on page 18 of 
the printed hearings: 


“We are willing to change the 
language in order to establish the 
principle. We are seeking nothing 
more.” 


6. The Equal Rights Amendment is 
not “intended to destroy all protective 
laws for women,” but to guarantee that 
laws shall protect men and women alike, 
granting them equality in rights, respon- 
sibilities, freedom, and justice. 

7. As for the “scant courtesy” — 


Senator Waterman, as chairman of the 
sub-committee, said at the end of the 
National Woman’s Party’s presentation: 


“The proponents of this amend- 
ment are to be congratulated, I 
think, upon their presentation of this 
matter.” 


Notable throughout the hearings was 
the attitude of the Senators in wishing 
to inform themselves thoroughly on the 
question, to study every aspect of it, to 
learn fully the discriminations against 
women in the present laws, and to deter- 
mine the best method of eradicating them. 

So much for the attack of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


HE other attack came from the Rev- 

erend John A. Ryan, D.D., in an ad- 
dress before the convention of the Na- 
tional Council of Catholic Women in 
Washington on October 2. This organi- 
zation has been kept in the ranks of 
those who oppose equality between men 
and women in industry, although the 
great English organization of Catholic 
women, St. Joan’s Social and Political 
Alliance, stands staunchly for complete 
Equal Rights between men and women, 
and apparently there are numerous 
Catholic women who differ with the offi- 
cial stand of their organization, as shown 
by Mary Murray’s statement. The speech 
of Elizabeth Morrissy, professor of eéco- 
nomics at the College of Notre Dame of 
Maryland, made the same day as Dr. 
Ryan’s speech, shows that there are 
Catholic women leaders who look realisti- 
cally upon women in industry. Miss 
Morrissy’s speech will appear in part in 
next week’s issue of Equat Ricurts. 

Dr. Ryan said, among other things, 
after discussing restrictions on women 
in industry: 

“The substitute which the National 
Woman’s Party offers for this legislation 
betrays the doctrinaire habits of think- 
ing into which its members have fallen. 
They demand that shorter hours and 
other restrictions and prohibitions upon 
employment be applied to men as well 
as to women. In this way they contend 
that women would retain all the positive 
benefits conferred by the present laws 
and would be relieved of the discrimina- 
tions than now operate in favor of men. 
The technique which they recommend for 
bringing about this change is extremely 
simple. Wherever the words ‘woman’ or 
‘female’ occur in these statutes, the word 
‘person’ should be substituted. More than 
one valid objection can be urged against 
this simplified remedy. In the United 
States, however, the sufficient and in- 
superable obstacle is to be found in the 
attitude of the courts. Despite the ‘due 
process’ clauses of the Fourteenth and 
Fifteenth Amendments, laws which de- 
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prive women of the ‘liberty’ of working 
more than eight hours a day or working 
at night have been sustained on the pre- 
cise and specific ground that women, 
because they are women, stand in peculiar 
need of this legislative protection. None 
of these laws has been judicially upheld 
as a proper exercise of the police power 
in general. 

“Members of the National Woman’s 
Party have occasionally adduced the laws 
enacted in Oregon and Mississippi limit- 
ing the hours of labor for men in a few 
occupations as evidence that general pro- 
tective legislation applying to men as well 
as women would get by the courts. What 
these persons overlook is that these two 
laws were sustained when the personnel 
of the Supreme Court was considerably 
more liberal than it is today or than it 
is likely to become in the near future. 
The present attitude of the Supreme 
Court as shown in its decision in the 
District of Columbia Minimum Wage 
Case, is exactly the same as was its atti- 
tude when it decided the case of Lochner 
vs. New York, thereby declaring uncon- 
stitutional a 10-hour law for men em- 
ployed in bakeries. No doubt, many mem- 
bers of the National Woman’s Party in- 
dulge the hope of a constitutional amend- 
ment authorizing the kind of general la- 
bor legislation which they would substi- 
tute for protective statutes applying to 


“women: aloner “This hope ‘is ‘about 


reasonable and as realistic as the hope 
that any of the Woman’s Party members 
will live to see the adoption of the Equal 
Rights Amendment. 


“The Catholic position on labor legisla- 
tion for women is in practical accord 
with that taken by the actual and genuine 
leaders of the women wage-earners in the 
United States. Both the Catholic Church 
and the women trades union leaders ap- 
proach this question from the side of ex- 
perience and the facts of human nature. 
The doctrine of the church has been 
clearly and fully stated by Pope Leo XIII 
in his Encyclicla on the Condition of 
Labor, It is in substance that legislation 
should be so constructed and adapted as 
to meet the special needs of every class 
in the community. Now, the wage-earn- 
ing women are a special class having 
needs which are peculiar to that class. 
These should be taken care of by appro- 
priate and specific legislation. This is 
realism and common sense. It is dia- 
metrically opposed to the theory which 
underlies the agitation conducted by the 
National Woman’s Party. The latter as- 
sumes that because men and women are 
equal in some respect they should be 
treated by the law as though they were 
equal in all respects. .... 


“At the beginning of this address, I 
referred to that objection of the National 
Woman’s Party to labor laws for women 
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which is based upon the assumption that 
this legislation puts upon women the 
stamp of legal inferiority. Of course, 
this contention is without merit either 
in logic or in common sense. Such legisla- 
tion merely recognized certain actual in- 
qualities, weaknesses, if you will, of 
physique and of capacity for organiza- 
tion. The grievance cherished by the 
members of the National Woman’s Party 
in this connection seems to arise not so 
much from a realistic view of the facts 
as from a feeling of resentment against 
the male sex..... 

“They demand economic independence, 
emancipation from the commonplace tasks 
of household management and the bear- 
ing and training of children. Only thus 
will they attain to that condition of 
equality and freedom which they believe 
will put them on a level with men and 
enable them to compete with men on 
equal terms. 

“The anti-social character of this theory 
is no less obvious than its menace to the 
genuine welfare of woman. Instead of 
striving to provide women with those con- 
ditions, economic, social, legislative and 
other which will assure them reasonable 
opportunities for living their lives and per- 
forming their functions as women, the 
Feminists would have them become mere- 
ly bad imitators of men. It is surprising 
that the leaders of this movement do not 
realize what would happen if their pro- 
gram were adopted. If women are to 
compete with men on equal terms in all 
departments of life, they will have to 
abide by the rules of the game. Now all 


, experience and all the pertinent facts 


point to the conclusion that the rules of 
the game will continue to be made by 
men. Not along this way lies women’s 
welfare or woman’s happiness. So far 
as the welfare of society is concerned, 
the triumph of the principles of the Na- 


tional Woman’s Party would be fatal. 
It would mean the destruction of the 
family and of the race. In the words of 
John Martin, ‘Feminism is female anarch- 
ism.’ Like any other form of anarchism, 
it is incompatible with social order, social 
welfare, or social progress.” 


EPLYING to this, Mary Murray, 

chairman of the Industrial Council 
of the National Woman’s Party, a ticket- 
seller on the Brooklyn - Manhattan sub- 
way, said: 

“T am a working woman and I know 
from experience that the restrictive laws 
for women that Dr. Ryan advocates work 
only hardships on women like me, I was 
left many years ago a young woman with 
five babies, the eldest being 7. My job 
was to feed and clothe these children and 
to take care of their health and morals, 
as well as my own. I soon found that 
laws limiting the kinds of work women 
may do and regulating the hours they 
may work made it more difficult for me 
to get a job and cut down my chances of 
earning a living. 

“Dr. Ryan does not speak for the 
masses of Catholic women. I myself am 
a Catholic and many Catholics are mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Party. His assertion 
that the principle of equality for which 
the Woman’s Party is working would 
mean the destruction of the family and 
the race is absurd on the face of it. On 
the contrary, equality of men and women 
will bring about a far finer type of family 
and of race. 

“Dr. Ryan says Woman’s Party mem- 
bers have fallen into ‘doctrinaire habits 
of thinking.’ I am just a working woman 
and all I know I have learned from my 
experience. As I look at it, not we wom- 
en who are asking for Equal Rights, but 
professors who talk about protecting 
working women are doctrinaire.”’ 


Equal Rights 


ABEL VERNON, national execu- 

tive secretary of the Woman’s 
Party, issued the following reply to Dr. 
Ryan: 

“Father Ryan’s prophecy that the 
family and the race will be destroyed if 
women gain equality with men has a 
very familiar ring. The same assertion 
was made by gloomy prophets when we 
were working for suffrage. It therefore 
causes us no alarm and certainly does 
not make us retreat from our position. 
It is now ten years since suffrage was 
won and the family and the race still 
seem fairly safe from destruction. 

“The principle of equality which Doctor 
Ryan attacks is not just the pet project 
of the Woman’s Party. It is a part of 
the trend of the times. In the course 
of evolution we women have been coming 
on ever since the first slip was made of 
allowing us to learn to read. The Wom- 
an’s Party can help a bit in the inevitable 
outcome, but certainly neither Doctor 
Ryan or any one else can prevent or even 
greatly retard the coming of complete 
equality between men and women. It 
is inevitable. 

“It is, however, disappointing to find 
leaders of the Catholic Church in Amer- 
ica so far behind the leaders of his church 
in Great Britain, where prominent Catho- 
lies have formed the St. Joan’s Social 
and Political Alliance, which states that 
its purpose is ‘to band together Catho- 
lies of. both sexes, in order to secure the 
political, social, economic equality be- 
tween men and women, and to further the 
work and usefulness of Catholic women as 
citizens.’ In regard to protective labor 
laws, this Alliance states, ‘St. Joan’s 
S. P. A., while believing in protection 
for all industrial workers, knows that to 
impose special restrictions on women,,. 
so far from being a protection is a 
handicap.’ ” 


Concentrating on Equal Rights Treaty 


EALIZING that “Feminist vic- 
R tories in one country may be lost 

through international anti-Femi- 
nist influence,” the Six Point Group of 
England has organized “as a political 
spear-head for.national and international 
action.” 

As a means of bringing about world- 
wide equality between men and women, 
the Six Point Group is concentrating its 
work upon the Equal Rights Treaty, first 
proposed by National Woman’s Party 
representatives at the Pan-American Con- 
gress in Havana in 1928. The first and 
major article of the proposed treaty or 
convention reads: 


“The contracting States agree that, 
upon the ratification of this conven- 
tion, men and women shall have 


Equal Rights throughout the terri- 
tory subject to their respective juris- 
dictions.” 


This new program of the Six Point 
Group is set forth in a pamphlet pub- 
lished by the organization, and sent to 
Equat Ricuts by Helen A. Archdale, 
international secretary of the Group, and 
member of the International Advisory 
Council of the National Woman’s Party, 
who worked with the Inter American 
Commission in Washington, D. C., last 
year. 

“Meanwhile,” the pamphlet continues, 
“until the convention has been duly 
signed, ratified, and established in the 
British Statute book, the Six Point 
Group, in common with other societies 
co-operating with the Equal Rights Com- 


mittee, adopts as the minimum conditions 
of sex equality: 

“(a) Equal pay and opportunities and 
equal conditions of work for men 
and women. That is to say, any 
restrictive legislation shall be 
based on the nature of the work 
and not on the sex of the worker. 

“(b) The abolition of the present solic- 
itation laws and the passing of 
the Public Places Order Bill. 

“(c) The admission of peeresses in 
their own rights to the House of 

Lords. 

“(d) The right of married women: 
“(a) To engage in paid work. 
“(b) To be separately assessed 

and taxed. 
“(c) To be free to retain their 
own nationality. 
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“(e) Government pressure at Geneva 
for equality. That the British 
Government shall instruct its 
representatives at Geneva to press 
for Equal Rights for men and 
women both within the League 
and in respect to any conventions 
passed by any section of the 
League.” 

The Six Points of the program of the 

organization are: 

1. Equal political rights. 

2. Equal occupational rights. 

3. Equal pay and opportunity for men 
and women teachers. 

4. Equal pay and opportunity for men 
and women in the Civil Service. 

5. Satisfactory legislation on child 
assault. 

6. Satisfactory legislation for the un- 
married mother and her child. 

Answering the question, “Why should 
the Group exist, the pamphlet says: 

“1. Because humanity is greater than 
sex, but few people are likely to under- 
stand this while laws and customs un- 
justly separate the sexes. 

“2. Because sex antagonism is an evil 
thing which can only be destroyed by re- 
moving the artificial barriers which today 


In Good Time | N a radio address 


Baltimore Sun, 


tol dvise 
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women to launch 
out for a fair field 
and no favors. Their present self-con- 
sciousness when they invade territory 
hitherto monopolized by men is due, she 
insists, to no inferiority complex, but to 
their awareness of being regared as in- 
truders. 


Common observation is that they are 
getting bravely over their trepidation as 
fas as business is concerned. We do not 
think Portia need worry. But in sports 
the ladies do appear strangely willing to 
admit that they cannot as yet cope with 
the other sex. There is, for instance, 
golf, in which the fair Amazons gathered 
at Chicago today will undertake to show 
their prowess in play for the crown. At 
least a score of them who could give the 
average male golfer a real contest are 
present, but as a class they concede their 
inferiority by setting up 82 as par for the 
Oakland Hills course. For male golfers 
par on that course is 72. How long 
women will submit to this reflection on 
the game they shoot is questionable. At 
the rate of improvement they have shown 
in recent years the day should not be far 
distant when we will see them scorning 
to accept so manifest a discount on their 
inability to hit ’em out. 


In their struggle for equality in all 


Mrs. Mabel Wil- 


prevent the free and equal co-operation 
of men and women. 

“3. Because eternal vigilance is the 
price of freedom and if Feminists are not 
organized for action, the prejudices and 
hidden jealousies which prompt anti- 
Feminism will take action first. 

“4. Because the rights already enjoyed 
by women were won at great cost and 
labor by the Feminist pioneers, and we 
owe it to them that their work should 
be completed. 

“5. Because while there are other so- 
cieties working for social amelioration, 
there is need for strenuous political ac- 
tivity which shall place Equality first and 
hold its ideal without compromise. 

“§. Because only by removing the dis- 
abilities which divide one sex from the 
other can we prepare for the day when 
the need for Feminism will have passed, 
and men and women perform their work 
together in unhindered fellowship.” 

Viscountess Rhondda, member of the 
International Advisory Council of the 
National Woman’s Party, is chairman of 
the executive committee of the Six Point 
Group. Other members of the committee 
are Mrs. Archdale, Lady Berry, Vera 
Brittain, Helen Fletcher, Mrs. Gahan, 


Press Comment 


lines of endeavor, they will not be apt 
long to submit to an obvious reflection on 
their skill in a game that requires for 
supremacy a great deal more than brute 
strength—patience, for example. 


Portia in Quebec HE Council of 
PR the the Bar of the 


Boston Herald; Province of Quebec 
September 12, 1929 

in favor of the ad- 
mission of women 
to the practice of law. It will be seen 
that the vote was close. That would not 
matter greatly if the Council of the Bar 
had the final say in the matter; but it has 
not. Legislative action will be necessary, 
and the Quebec Parliament, liberal in 
party politics, is conservative in char- 
acter. It may be long yet before any 
woman appears in barrister’s gown to 
plead before any of the honorable justices 
in the Superior Court. 

French Canada has never taken kindly 
to the movement for women’s rights. No 
woman sits in the Parliament of Quebec, 
although women sit in other provincial 
Legislatures, and one at least in the 
Dominion House. They have not yet 
forced their way into the Dominion Sen- 
ate, not being persons according to the 
accepted interpretation of the Canadian 
Constitution ; but that question is now be- 
fore the Judicial Committee of the King’s 
Privy Council. | 

It is probable that the movement for 
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Betty Gram-Swing, Winifred Holtby, 
Winifred Mayo, Ada Moore, Mrs. Frank 
Ogilvy, D. Smuth, Dr. Chalmers Watson, 
M. Wilson. Miss Moore is honorary secre- 
tary; Brenda Dickinson, organizing sec- 
retary; Lady Berry and Mrs. Ogilvy, 
joint honorary treasurers; M. E. Moore, 
auditor; Mrs. Crofts, solicitor; M. Green, 
international organizer. 

Vice-Presidents include the Viscountess 
Astor, M.P., Professor Winifred Cullis, 
Clemence Dane, Elizabeth Robins, Dame 
Ethel Smyth, Margaret Wintringham, 
Dame Mary Scharlieb, Lady Balfour of 
Burleigh, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, 
and Dr. Jane Walker, Agnes Dawson, 
Beatrice Harraden, Lady Horsley, Dame 
Madge Kendal, Eva Moore, Mrs. James 
O’Hea, and Dr. Caroline Spurgeon. 

The Six Point Group is a non-party, 
non-sectarian, political organization, con- 
sisting of affiliated societies and indi- 
vidual men and women. 

Three committees bring pressure to 
bear on international bodies, such as the 
League of Nations, upon the British 
Parliament, and upon local authorities 
or industrial organizations, whenever it 
is necessary to take action to obtain 
Equal Rights between men and women. 


the admission of women to the Quebec bar 
has its chief stipporters among the Eng- 
lish-speaking minority. The average 
French-Canadian woman is supremely in- 
different to such matters. Law, politics, 
business—those are the affairs of the men 
folk. She does not want to vote, although 
she often has views of her own about po- 
litical issues, and it happens equally often 
that she knows how to make her views 
prevail, Quebec politicians like to have 
the women on their side. Ce que femme 
veut, Dieu le veut—What woman wills, 
God wills. When the women are really in 
earnest, the men.do as they say. It is the 
women of Quebec who hold the province 
for the Liberals. 

It is difficult to picture a gentle Cana- 
dienne haranguing a jury, or overwhelm- 
ing a judge with citations from Pothier, 
d’Aguessau, Troplong or any other of 
those revered authors. Not that they lack 
the qualities needed by a successful advo- 
cate. It is simply that these things do 
not attract them. Therefore, it will be 
interesting to see how the Legislature 
will deal with the coming proposals. To 
refuse point blank to consider them would 
not be in keeping with the honorable 
body’s reputation for politeness. It is to 
be feared that some subtle device of pro- 
cedure will be employed. On the other 
hand, it is always possible that the legis- 
lators may adopt the proposals out of 
courtesy to their English-speaking friends, 
who are strongly in favor of them. 
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Lawyers Protest Discrimination 

HE Women Lawyers’ Club of Los 

Angeles, California, has protested 
against discriminations against women 
deputies working under Civil Service. In 
the same service a woman deputy is lim- 
ited to $150 a month salary the first year 
of her service, $165 the second year, and, 
perhaps, eventually, she may hope to get 
$185. A man deputy in the same class 
receives $200 a month or more. The wom- 
en lawyers sought the aid of federated 
clubs in a protest against this inequality. 
Best Barber 

OR the second consecutive year, Mary 

A. Ragali of Bridgeport has won the 
championship in the annual Connecticut 
barbers’ contest. 


Women Students Earn Their Way 

NE out of every four college women 
O contributes to her own support while 
attending college, according to the United 
States Bureau of Education. 

The smallest percentage of employed 
women college students is enrolled in the 
women’s colleges where expenses are high- 
est, and in teachers’ colleges where ex- 
penses are lowest. The co-educational 
colleges and universities enroll more than 
three times as many women who are em- 
ployed compared with self-help women in 
all other institutions. The greatest num- 
ber of employed college women are work- 
ing in Illinois, New York, California, 
Pennslvania, Maryland, Minnesota, Ohio, 
and Washington. 

Twenty-six per cent. of the 206,155 
women in 336 co-educational institutions 
were employed in 1927-28. In 93 women’s 
colleges attended by 48,501 women, 15 per 
cent. were partly self-supporting. In 64 
professional schools specializing in law, 
theology, engineering, pharmacy, cet 
cetera, attended by 1,045 women, 695 or 
67 per cent. were partly self-supporting. 
In 103 junior colleges attended by 15,411 
women, 20 per cent. were partly self-sup- 
porting; and in 49 teachers’ colleges at- 
tended by 35,485 women, 15 per cent. 
were self-help students. 

The women earning their entire way in 
174 co-educational institutions represent 
11 per cent., or 20,252, of the student body 
of women; of those attending 33 women’s 
colleges only 445, or 2.2 per cent., were 
earning entire support; and of the women 
attending 15 professional schools and col- 
leges 365, or 55 per cent., were entirely 
self-supporting. 

In 1927-28 there were 33,856 college 
women enrolled in 359 institutions of 
higher education and they earned over 
$5,000,000. 


Feminist Notes 


Mina Bruere Elected Again 
INA M. BRUERE, assistant secre- 
tary of the Central Hanover Bank 
and Trust Company, New York, was re- 
elected president of the Association of 
Bank Women at its annual meeting 
which closed October 2. | 
Other officers elected were: 
Vice-president, Lena D. Sultzer, man- 
ager, savings department, Mercantile- 
Commerce Bank and Trust Company, St. 
Louis; treasurer, Agnes J. Olsen, secre- 


tary, Noel State Bank; Chicago; record- 


ing secretary, Alice Ward, director, ser- 
vice department, the Seamen’s Bank for 
Savings, New York; corresponding sec- 
retary, Mary KI. Stetson, manager, wom- 
en’s department, 57th Street Branch, 
Chase National Bank, New York. 

Regional vice-presidents—New England 
Division, Martha L. Scally, assistant 
cashier, Old Colony Trust Company, Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts; Southern Division, 
Kittie Council, manager, savings depart- 
ment, Interstate Trust and Banking Com- 
pany, New Orleans; Atlantic Division, 
Lillian Backus, director, home savings 
and personal service department, the 
Greater New York Savings Bank, Brook- 
lyn; Lake Division, Emma M. Steinke, 
assistant cashier and manager women’s 
department, the First National Bank, 
Oshkosh; Mid-Western Division, Minnie 
A. Buzbee, ‘manager, business extension 
department, American Southern Trust 
Company, Little Rock; Southwéstern 
vision, Emma L. Meyer, assistant cashier, 
Guaranty National Bank, Houston; 
Western Division, Grace 8S. Stoermer, 
director, women’s banking department, 
Bank of Italy National Trust and mornes 
Association, Los Angeles. | 


Women Qualify as Marksmen 
NNOUNCEMENT was recently made 
in New York that the women office 
employes of the department of correction 
must learn to shoot a revolver and qualify 
either as marksman, sharpshooter or 
expert. 

Practice. started and four sha tecina at 
the Greycourt Women’s Reformatory 
made scores of better than 80 their first 
time out. 

Commissioner Richard C. Patterson, 
Jr., was amazed and requested another 
test. The four did still better. 

Now the male employes have decided 
they need a little practice too. 


Scouts in Airplane 


ARY JANE HIGBY of Los Angeles 
is reported to be using an airplane 
to scout for game in the Grand Canyon 


country. 


To Address Woman's Club 

HE Woman’s Club of Hastings, New 

York, will hear an address on the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party at its monthly 
meeting on October 14. Jane Norman 
Smith, chairman of the National Council 
of the Woman’s Party, will discuss the 
program of the Woman’s Party for Equal 
Rights. Mrs. Louis B. Bailey is chairman 
of the program committee of the club. 


Take Emphasis Off Sex 
ABEL WALKER WILLEBRANDT, 
former Assistant Attorney-General 
of the United States, believes that the em- 
phasis should be taken from sex in the 
economic world. | 

Mrs. Willebrandt said in a recent radio 
address : 

“When women succeed in business or 
the professions their success is exag- 
gerated. Similarly, when they fail, their 
failure is unduly stressed. 

“Women should come to give and take. 
The business and professional world 
should be willing to grant them, as it does 
the young man climbing up, the right to 
make mistakes and press on, without lay- 
ing her every stumble to the inherent 
difficulties of her sex.” 


Two Million Dollar Fund 
Treasurer’s Report 
EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL, C. P. A., Auditor 

ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters, December 7, 1912, to Sep- 

tember 15, 1929, $1,639,083.45. 
Contributions, membership and other 


receipts, September 15 to 30, 1929: 
Mrs. E. 8S. Rogers, New $100.00 


Miss Georgina Theiler, 100.00 
Mrs. Emma Dawson, N. 1.00 
1.00 


Headquarters’ share of dues received frum 
Santa Barbara Branch, Calif. (Branch re- 
taining dues in excess of 25 cents): 


25 
Mrs. Charlotte 25 
Mrs. Hleanor Mainhood................................... 
Mrs. James Brown Scott, D. C...................000.... 1.00 
Miss Mary Gertrude Fendall, a ae 0.00 
Inter-American Commission of Women............ 1.49 
Sale of photograph of .50 
Sale of 
Rent of rooms 268 12 


Total receipts, 7, 1912, to 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 
Printers 
600 EAST LOMBARD STREET 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
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